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Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County        

Each day, we are a step closer to providing 6 additional patient 

beds for the citizens of Iredell and surrounding counties. The  

Willing Hearts Helping Hands Campaign to expand Gordon     

Hospice House celebrated its completion in September with the 

news that a donation from the Larry McReynolds Celebrity Golf 

Tournament would put us over the top of the $1.8 Million dollar 

goal.                                      

Funds are being used to construct a new wing with six patient  

bedrooms, a family room, nurse’s station with accompanying  

medical supply and medical prep rooms, a nourishment station and 

professional  business / education center. As well two offices will 

be  located off the new lobby. Construction by GL Wilson               

Building Company will be complete by year end. Thanks to all 

who have contributed their willing hearts and helping hands to 

make this much-needed addition possible. We extend special                          

appreciation to those in the community who named rooms in the 

new wing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NAMED ROOMS 
 

Gordon Family Wing                                                                                       
The Gordon Family  

Westmoreland Center                                                                                      
Myrtle H. Westmoreland 

Lobby                                                                                                             
SECU Foundation through members of                                                        

State Employees’ Credit Union  

Terrace and Garden                                                                                      
Carolina Beer & Beverage, LLC 

Patient Rooms                                                                                                
Rick and Pamela Howard                                                                                   

Richard J. Reynolds, III and                                                                                  

Marie M. Reynolds Foundation                                                                     

Mrs. Rayford Query                                                                                             

Ruth Pless Guffey                                                                                            

Elizabeth Stimson Boyd  

Family Room                                                                                                        
Dr. Hanna and Ann Kutteh 

Nurses Station                                                                                                        
Kewaunee Scientific Corporation  

Medical Supply Room                                                                          
Jim and Cookie Wilson  

Medical Preparation                                                                                             
Tom and Myra DeLoach II 

Nourishment Station                                                                                          
Joe Bertolami 

Quality/Compliance Office                                                                               
Dickie Raymer 

Education Office                                                                                               
Jane K. Testerman

Willing Hearts Helping Hands Campaign 
comes to a successful conclusion  



 

 

November is National Hospice 
Month, a time for us to share the benefits of   

hospice care. It is also a time for us to recognize our 
growth and the value Hospice & Palliative Care of  
Iredell County brings to those we serve. 

Here are some of the national statistics from 2009 as 
well as hospice growth in Iredell County: 

The percentage of total deaths in our country 
served by hospice  has grown to 38.5% in 2008.               
Iredell County served 44% of the total deaths in our  
county last year, up from 29% in 2006. 

1.45 million patients in the US received hospice 
services from 4850   providers in 2008. Last year 
HPCIC cared for 822 patients in our hospice and   
palliative care programs. 

In 2008, the average length of 
service for hospice patients was 69.5 
days; the average number of days 
our patients received care under 
Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell 
County was 60 days. 

35.4% of those served in        
hospices across the  country and in our community, 
died within a week implying that we must continue to 
encourage the   residents of our  community to utilize 
our services earlier. 

Hospice saves Medicare nearly $3000/patient, 
based on a study conducted at Duke University  
proving that hospice provides excellent, personal-
ized, compassionate care at a reasonable cost. 

The majority of patients served in our county receive 
care at home, wherever home may be. This includes 
private residences, nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities. Hospice & Palliative Care of  Iredell 
County has offices and a full service team of 
healthcare professionals located in both Mooresville 
and Statesville. 

In addition to providing home hospice care, nearly 
one in five hospice agencies, also have a dedicated 
inpatient unit.  HPCIC is fortunate to have the        

Gordon Hospice House,      
centrally located to serve all of 
Iredell County when pain or 
symptoms become too difficult 
to manage at home.   

This fall the Gordon Hospice 
House will be expanded to 15 patient rooms, allowing 
more  patients to receive inpatient care when they need 
it most.  

I am so very proud of our progress, the dedication, 
the  professionalism and expertise of our staff, and 
the impact we have on our community. Last year, 
with the addition of a palliative care nurse          
practitioner, we implemented the Palliative Care 
Consultation Service, providing care to over 100  
patients by effectively managing pain and other  
symptoms. This year, one area of growth will be to 

expand our Rainbow Kidz program, offering more 
services to help children and their families cope with 
illness and grief. 

This is possible because of our many volunteers and 
supporters. We sincerely appreciate your continued 
belief in our mission and the work we do. 

Fall is the Season in which we embrace the bounty  
of life’s harvest. Our staff and volunteers extend our  
sincere gratitude to a community that cares for its  
people at every stage of life.  

   Terri 

 

―Hospice saves Medicare nearly $3000/patient, based on a 
study conducted at Duke University proving that hospice 
provides excellent, personalized, compassionate care at a 
reasonable cost.‖          

     -Terri Phillips    

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County       Your local non-profit hospice for over 25 years.  

A Message From the CEO 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Greetings from             

Walter H. Jones, Jr. 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

The crispness of fall is in the air and the Thanksgiving and Christmas     
holiday seasons are upon us. This is a very special time of year, especially 
for families. 

Since our last newsletter, everyone has been very busy!  Our volunteers and 
staff have made the last few months very rewarding for our patients, not  
only by their tender, loving care, but also by supporting the many events 
that benefit HPCIC. 

Please remember that November is National Hospice Month, and that your 
efforts in accomplishing the mission, vision and values of hospice have 
made our hospice one of the most outstanding hospices in the country.   
Your Board of Directors is humbled and honored to be a part of our       
success. 

Again, allow me to extend a sincere ―thank you‖ to each of you - our            
donors, staff, volunteers and those who support us in any way - for your 
continuing support of Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County. 

-Walt Jones                                                                                               
Chairman of the Board 

―We could not have asked for better 

care or  compassion than we received 

from our hospice team. They were all 

wonderful and we could not have made 

it without them.‖ 

 

―The hospice team went above 

and beyond.  I would rate the 

team excellent plus 10!‖ 

―A special thanks to everyone at the 

Gordon Hospice House. Thank you 

for taking care of my father and 

keeping him comfortable during his 

final days.‖ 

OFFICERS 
 

Walt Jones, Chair                                    

Margaret C. Johnson, Vice Chair                   

Fred Karnap, Treasurer                             

Phil Smith, Secretary 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
 

Mary Lib Causey                                          

Andy Davis                                          

Loretta Fodrie                                         

Bob Foster                                            

Rona Gordon                                             

Edwin Hunter                                     

Timothy Kuo, MD 

Jean Gregory Lunsford                                     

Rosemary Macri                                      

Jean Manall                                                 

Ed Marxen                                          

Robert Reindollar, MD                                   

Tina Smith 



 

 
OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU… 

Our Mission 

The mission of Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell 
County is to provide quality care and a plan for living by 
helping our patients and their families meet their end-of-
life goals through compassion, comfort and dignity. 

Our Vision 

Our focus remains steadfastly on serving our community 
as the most respected and trusted experts in palliative 
and hospice care. 

Our Values 

All employees and volunteers of Hospice & Palliative 
Care of Iredell County are committed to serving our pa-
tients and their loved ones in accordance with five core 
values. 

 

Compassion - Patients and families come first.  Our 

role is to honor their wishes in helping them achieve the 

best possible quality of life. 

Respect - We provide our patients with the care we 

would  desire for ourselves or our loved ones. 

Integrity - Our professionals and volunteers honor their 

word and take responsibility for fulfilling our mission. 

Teamwork - Our care-giving team—physicians, nurses, 

social workers, bereavement counselors, chaplains,     

certified nurse assistants and volunteers—work           

collaboratively to offer physical, social, emotional and 

spiritual support. 

Excellence - Those we serve can always expect to          

receive the highest standard of care. 

―Everyone who cared for mother was very kind and met her 

needs with patience and skill.  We will forever be grateful for 

their intervention during mother’s last days.  They were                

definitely a God send and we would have had great difficulty 

without their assistance.‖                                                                        

-Caregiver 

―All the staff at the house as very professional, helpful, 

caring, and informative people.  They made this               

seemingly unbearable time bearable.  We will always be 

thankful for what hospice did for us.  They showed              

loving care at home and at the hospice house.‖                           

-Caregiver 

 
HPCIC Staff News... 

Please help us welcome our newest team members…. 

Scarlett Everton joins us as a PRN CNA.   

Ryan Pettit completed an internship with us over the summer and comes back to us in a part 

time administrative support role.   

Brea Sherrill joins our team as a full time CNA based in our Mooresville office.  She is a 

licensed esthetician.   

Lea Stikeleather joins HPCIC as a PRN Social Worker.   She has a background in mental 

health.   

Stephen Vance joins us as a part time Chaplain.   

Michael Barker joins us as a fall intern in Operations.  He is an MBA student at Lenoir 

Rhyne.  

Kelly McCormic also joins us as a fall intern in administration.  She is a student at Mitchell 

Community College.   

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County                 Your local non-profit hospice for over 25 years.  



 

   Help us spread the message about hospice care…. 
Church bulletin/newsletter inserts are now available 

November is National Hospice & Palliative Care Month, a time when Hospice 
of Iredell County professionals and volunteers work to raise awareness of this   
invaluable system of care. More than 1.45 million people were served by the  
nation’s hospice programs last year. Yet for every person that received hospice 
care, it is estimated that another individual would have benefited from the services 
of hospice but didn’t get this compassionate care at the end of their life.  

There are eight key messages about hospice care that everyone, healthcare 
professionals and the public alike, should understand: 

1.  Hospice is not a place but a special kind of care focusing on relief of 
pain, symptom control, and spiritual and emotional support. Care goes out 
to the patient and family caregivers. 

2.  Hospice is not about ―giving up‖ but instead focuses on quality of life making the wishes of the      
patient and family caregivers a priority. 

3.  The majority of hospice care takes place in the home, where the person can be surrounded by family 
and familiar settings. Yet inpatient services are available if symptoms cannot be properly attended to at 
home. 

4.  Hospice costs are covered by Medicare, Medicaid, and by most insurance programs. But Hospice of    
Iredell County provides hospice care to all in need regardless of coverage or ability to pay.  

5.  The expenses of all medicines related to the life-limiting illness are covered under the Hospice    
Medicare Benefit. 

6.  Hospice provides support and caregiver training to family caregivers in the home. 

7.  Bereavement support is available to families for a year after the death of their loved one. 

8.  The most common statement made by families who chose hospice for their loved one is, ―We wish 
we had known about hospice sooner.‖ 

Chances are, if you or your family are not personally facing decisions about care at the end of life, then you 
probably have a close friend, neighbor 
or coworker who is struggling with 
these difficult issues.  
 
To recognize National Hospice Month, 
we are providing an insert for your 
church bulletin/newsletter. Our           

request and hope is that you will include it in your November Church Publication.  We will provide you 
with enough copies for your church membership.  

To request your copies, please call Lisa Parks at 704-873-4719 ext 4358                              

or make your request by email at lisap@hoic.org 

The most common statement made by families who 

chose hospice for their loved one is, ―We wish we had 

known about hospice sooner.‖ 



 

  

    

  

    

C o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  D e a t h  o f  a  L o v e d  O n e  
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month  

12:30-1:30 pm 

Location:  Gordon Hospice House  * 2341 Simonton Rd  * Statesville NC 

C o m p a s s i o n a t e  F r i e n d s  
For  bereaved parents and grandparents 

1st Thursday of each month 

7:00-8:00 pm 

Location:  Gordon Hospice House  * 2341 Simonton Rd  * Statesville NC 

S u r v i v a l  o v e r  S u i c i d e  
4th Tuesday of each month 

7:00-8:00 pm 

Location:  Wachovia *221 E Broad St * Upstairs Meeting Room *  Statesville NC 

R a i n b o w  K i d s  P r o g r a m s  
G r i e f  S u p p o r t  

One-on-one grief support to children and their families. 

R e t r e a t  f o r  F a m i l i e s  
One day family bereavement camp in the Fall. 

P r e n a t a l  S u p p o r t  
One-on-one grief support when your unborn child has a limited life. 

“ G o o d  G r i e f ” G r o u p s  i n  M i d d l e  a n d  H i g h  S c h o o l s  
Weekly grief session for students that have experienced a loss.  

Call Randy Berryhill at 704.873.4719 ext 4353 to register for Adult Grief Groups 

Call LeighAnn Darty at 704.873.4719 ext 4313 to register for Rainbow Kidz Programs 

2 0 1 0  C o u n s e l i n g  S e r i e s  
The loss of a loved one can be an emotional hardship.  With the help of grief counseling you can learn to 

remember your loved ones with less pain.  Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County offers a variety of 

grief support groups on an ongoing basis.  Listed below are groups you or someone you know may find 

comforting. These groups are offered free of charge and are available to anyone in the community, not 

just those families that have received hospice services under our care. 

There is no fee for groups, though advance registration is requested. 

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County       Your local non-profit hospice for over 25 years.  



7 

Volunteers…  The Heart of Hospice of Iredell County 

 

PARADE OF TABLES ―LUNCH & LEARN‖                                

VOLUNTEER FUNDRAISER – A SUCCESS! 

Over 150 attended what has come to be ―a signature 

event‖ held by volunteers a couple of times each year. 

The luncheon is two fold and not only raises monies 

but also awareness of the various services offered by 

the organization. The most recent event was on August 

7th at Western Avenue Church and raised a net profit of 

$1,634. The 18 hosts and hostesses designated these 

earnings to go toward the Gordon Hospice House    

expansion. It was a lovely afternoon with beautifully 

decorated tables, delicious food and talented entertain-

ment. Afterwards it left many inquiring as to when the 

next one would be.  

Join an Amazing Group That Supports Our Mission through Volunteering... 

Upcoming volunteering certification training will be held on Saturdays: October 30thand November 6th at  

Gordon Hospice House.  It is proven that volunteering can lead to a healthier, longer and more fulfilling life. 

HPCIC welcomes any individual to join our volunteer program that is willing to comply with the                           

organization’s policies and procedures as required by North Carolina Licensure.  For more information,          

contact Teresa Ward at 704-924-4311 or teresaw@hoic.org. 

 

TODAY’S TEENS, TOMORROW’S LEADERS 

After being in Scouts since first grade, it was finally 

time for Chace Lambert to obtain the Boy Scouts 

highest rank of achievement ―Eagle Scout‖. It did not 

take Chace long to decide on a worthy  community 

service project that would earn him this award and 

also make his family of scouts before him proud.  

The idea originated after his grandfather Marvin 

Lambert received care earlier this year at Gordon 

Hospice House. Chace planned, designed, organized 

and supervised a group of fellow Scouts to create a 

relaxation garden at the Hospice administrative     

offices in Statesville. 

Our staff appreciate this tranquil place they can visit 

to clear their mind, chat with a colleague or enjoy a 

bagged lunch from home. The goal of the Eagle 

Scout project was for Chase to demonstrate his abil-

ity to lead. Mission accomplished!  

Chase is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Kimmy Lambert 

and belongs to Troop 603. 

 

 



 

Volunteer Spends Summer in Equador... 

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County       Your local non-profit hospice for over 25 years.  

Usted nos 

puede 

ayudar con 

una encues-

ta?  ―Would 

you mind 

helping us 

with a           

survey?‖ we 

asked the 

small        

indigenous 

woman who 

just caught a 

ride in the 

back of our truck up the long,  

winding dirt road to the village of 

Yunguilla.  She looks at us         

hesitantly, sensing that it would be 

rude to not return the favor. We   

reassure her that we are just a      

couple of curious university          

students doing a project.  ―There’s 

no right or wrong; it’s simply what 

you think and believe,‖ we assert 

gently. With a small nervous laugh 

she agrees.  We then proceed to tell 

her the topic of the survey: 

La Muerte. ―Death.‖  Surprise   

flashes across her face and her eyes 

drop; the theme hangs between us 

in the quiet, late afternoon haze. 

Lifting her gaze to meet ours, she 

nods an okay and we begin.   

This is how I spent my summer.      

Approaching strangers with         

questions about death, dying, and 

life after death.  I conducted this 

project – facilitated by an               

international travel and research 

grant I received from Davidson  

College –  in Ecuador, a South 

American country palliative care  

development and hospice institu-

tionalization have been minimal.   

The idea for a project of this nature 

grew out of my deepening interest 

in end-of-life care, which was 

sparked by my father’s hospice 

chaplaincy and ignited by my own 

volunteer work with Hospice and 

Palliative Care of Iredell County.  I 

started reading literature on the   

concept of the ―good death‖ and              

became passionate about the              

philosophy of hospice and intrigued 

by its attempt to help people die 

well.  Having recently returned 

from a semester  studying abroad in 

Greece, I could not help but wonder 

whether these principles and                

elements of the ―good death‖ would 

be relevant in other cultures.  In 

light of international efforts to           

expand hospice and palliative care, 

it seems important to consider 

whether ―dying well‖ in the United 

States is the same as ―dying well‖ in 

other parts of the world.   

Thus, I spent six weeks in Ecuador, 

exploring how Ecuadorians respond 

to the inevitable approach of death 

and what values determine their 

definition of a ―good death.‖  With 

the help of my father – a former 

hospice  chaplain, my Ecuadorian 

host family, and my Ecuadorian 

partner on the project, I created, 

translated, and  administered a         

survey – called ―Assessing               

Attitudes in  Equador toward the 

End of Life‖ – to 35 natives.   

Before going forth with the survey, 

my partner and I visited the only 

two end-of-life organizations that 

we could find in Quito, Ecuador’s 

capital city.  One was a small            

imported hospice, founded by a 

British doctor and focusing                  

primarily on in-home care; the other 

was a hospital for the terminally ill, 

founded by several Ecuadorians 

who promote the tenets of palliative 

care.  We spoke to the directors,            

discussing challenges to end-of-life 

care in Ecuador, which include not  

only a lack of awareness of                

palliative care, but the challenge of 

―doctor power,‖ making the             

team-based approach of hospice 

difficult to implement. While             

talking about the health care            

system, the British director           

emphasized the  importance of         

having family in Ecuador in         

general – ―If you’ve got no family 

in this country, you’re up a creek.  

It’s really, really difficult because  

 

“My experience this summer in Ecuador was not only fascinating, 
but keeps opening doors for further exploration.  I am incredibly 
grateful for the opportunity to pursue these interests, not only in  
academic and cross-cultural settings, but through volunteering with 
hospice.‖ 

Continued on next  page 

―Emily Deibert is an 11th grade 

Religion Major at Davidson 

College.  She is a very active 

volunteer and remarkable young 

lady.  We are honored to have 

her as part of our team.‖  -Teresa 

Ward, Director of Volunteer 



Join us for a morning of inspiration... 

  

here the system won’t take care of you.‖   

We spent much of our time talking and administer-

ing the survey to  natives – on the streets in Quito, 

in the rural community of  Yunguilla, and by the 

coast near  Esmeraldas.  The people we surveyed 

constitute a pretty diverse group, with ages ranging 

from 15 to 88, and including farmers, students, 

maids, an economist, shopkeepers, carpenters, and 

an architect.  About half of the participants were        

nurses, physical therapists, or social workers who 

work with the terminally ill. 

I am now in the process of analyzing my survey  

data in order to write a paper on the ―good death‖  

in Ecuador, comparing what I have found to the 

themes in American and European ―good death‖  

literature.  I will be presenting this paper in         

November at an international conference called  

Making Sense of: Death and Dying in Prague, 

Czech Republic.  In addition to this, I am writing 

my senior Religion thesis on the transformation of 

the understanding of death from the medieval to the 

modern era, investigating the validity of the           

so-called ―denial of death‖ in contemporary            

American culture.  

My experience this summer in Ecuador was not  

only fascinating, but keeps opening doors for            

further exploration.  I am incredibly grateful for the 

opportunity to pursue these interests, not only in 

academic and cross-cultural settings, but through 

volunteering with hospice.  Direct contact with   

patients and their families is crucial to a full            

understanding of death, dying, and end-of-life care.  

This work ―on the ground‖ is perhaps more                     

important than anything; after all, it’s what got me 

started and what continues to inspire me.   

Continued  

Running on Empty                                     
By Joyce Marie Sheldon 

Tuesday, November 9, 2010                                      

at the Charles Mack Citizen Center 

Registration:    10:30 –11:00A                                             

Lunch Begins:  11:00A                                                             

Program:  11:15 - 1:00P                                 

Individual Fee: $20.00                                                       

Group Rate:  $15.00 per person group rate when 3 or more 

from the same agency register at the same time.                                                

Audience:  All patient care professionals—Physicians, 

nurses, social workers, chaplains, bereavement counselors, 

and  other interested individuals 

Early registration is encouraged as seating is limited to the 

first 100 registrants. 

For more information contact our office at 704-873-4719 

 



 

The Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society 

Members of Board of Directors step forward to become founding members….. 

The July 2010 Board of Directors Meeting will go down in history as a momentous occasion for Hospice 

& Palliative Care of Iredell County. It was at this meeting that Board Chair Walter Jones moved that the 

new  Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society be adopted.  The Board approved and the new giving program 

was in place. In fact, four board members came forward to become the first founding members saying 

they would make a provision in their will to leave a gift to Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County.    

Today there are eight founding members of the Hospice of 

Iredell Legacy Society. 

 

We would like to invite you to become a member of  

The Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society  
We are pleased to announce the creation of this new     

program, the Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society, honoring 

those who have made a commitment to establish a legacy 

of giving to Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County.  

A person is eligible for Legacy Society membership when 

they make a planned gift commitment or pledge in a will or 

trust or name Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County 

as a beneficiary of their retirement plan or life insurance 

policy. 

To acknowledge this decision, Legacy Society members 

will be recognized in Hospice of  Iredell’s annual report 

and included in an annual Legacy Society appreciation 

dinner as well as invitations to other special events. 

We invite you to become a member of the new Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society. If you have already 

made provisions for Hospice of Iredell  County in your will, or plan to do so, please let us know before 

July 2011 and you will become a Founding Member of the Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society. 

Your commitment and future gift to Hospice of Iredell through the Legacy Society will have a lasting  

impact on palliative and end-of-life care in our community. What a great way to make a difference with 

a future gift today! 

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County       Your local non-profit hospice for over 25 years.  

The beautiful rock garden and waterfall behind 

the Gordon Hospice House provides serenity for 

those who need it most. 



         Giving in ―Uncertain‖ Times... 

If you are reading this newsletter, 

then you are probably one who gives 

the gift of compassion and comfort 

to those nearing the end of life.  

Through your financial gifts of        

support, you are helping others to 

live in quiet dignity as families and their loved ones 

are cared for by our hospice team of professionals. 

For many, your support has continued even in these 

tough times.  We cannot thank you enough for         

helping us help others.   

Giving at this time of year may also help you reduce 

your income taxes for 2010. With the income tax 

charitable deduction tax laws, you can make your gift 

by December 31 and itemize to reduce your income 

tax.   

Gifts of Cash 

The easiest way to support Hospice of Iredell County 

is by simply writing a check. Make sure your envelop 

is postmarked by December 31; if it is, then your gift 

will qualify for a 2010  gift even if is not received 

until the first week of 2011. 

Automatic Withdrawal 

You now have the option to give over time. By         

completing our Automatic Draft Authorization form, 

or visiting our website at www.HospiceOfIredell.org 

you can  break your gift into installments through  

automatic bank drafts.  Monthly giving is made easy 

and  affordable over time and you’ll have the satisfac-

tion of knowing that you are continuously making a 

difference. 

Gifts of Appreciated Securities / Stock 

Other giving options may be particularly attractive in 

today’s economic environment. Year end is an excel-

lent time to consider a gift of stock, especially since it 

may be worth more than you paid for it. Giving long-

term appreciated stock offers you a two-fold tax sav-

ings. First, you avoid paying capital gains tax on the 

increase in the value of your stock.  In addition, you 

receive a tax deduction for the full fair market value 

of the stock on the date of the gift.  For income tax  

purposes the value of such gifts may be deducted up 

to 30% of adjusted gross income,  with an  additional 

five-year carry forward.   

IRA’s  

Also, if you are over the age of 70 ½, gifts up to 

$100,000 can be directed to Hospice of Iredell          

County directly from traditional or Roth Individual 

Retirement Accounts (IRA) before December 31 of 

this year.  The amount need not be reported as part of 

your adjusted gross income.  This allows donors who 

do not ordinarily itemize, have reached their 50% of 

adjusted gross income, are concerned about taxation 

of Social Security income, or don’t need their           

mandatory IRA withdrawals to make special                 

tax-favored gifts this fall.  It is important to take          

advantage of the opportunity that exists between now 

and the end of this year, as this is currently the last 

year this opportunity is available before the laws 

change. 

Bequests 

While you are considering your 2010 contributions 

and income tax savings, this may be a good time to 

consider long-term tax savings.  The federal estate tax 

can take approximately 40 % to 50% of one’s estate 

at the time of death. That is a higher tax bite than the 

income tax!  It definitely pays to do some advance 

planning with your attorney or financial advisor.  

Please consider leaving Hospice of  Iredell County in 

your will – to benefit hospice patients and families 

while you save estate tax  dollars at the same time. If 

you let us know that you have left Hospice of Iredell 

in your Will, you will become a member of 

the Hospice of Iredell Legacy Society, and if 

you do so by July 2011, you will be recog-

nized as a founding member. 

While you take advantage of the fluctuating  

financial markets, patients and families who are 

served by  Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell Coun-

ty will reap the benefits of these gifts. There are many 

ways you can make meaningful charitable contribu-

tions to  Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County. 

Consult your financial  adviser and act now to make 

certain you have  accomplished your charitable goals 

for 2010 with the maximum tax savings and financial 

benefits. Plus you will have the satisfaction of    

knowing you are giving the Gift of Care this year 

end.   

If you let us know that you have left Hospice of Iredell in your 

Will, you will become a member of the Hospice of  Iredell          

Legacy Society... 

http://www.hospiceofiredell.org/
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A Unique Gift Allows for Future Plans 

A unique gift was made to the Willing Hearts Helping Hands Campaign to Expand Hospice 

House by Bill and Becky Pope and Bill and Ellie McMillan. Land! About 3/10’s of an acre    

located behind the Administration office in Statesville was donated to Hospice of Iredell 

County.  The land will actually open up space for a new  administrative office – a definite 

future need of the organization. The current administrative office was converted from a 

wooden house into offices in 1991.   

In 2005, the attic of the house was expanded to accommodate more offices, but  kitchen pipes 

regularly freeze in winter and temperatures vary from one end of the office to the other. 

We appreciate this wonderful gift from the Pope’s and McMillan’s! 

On September 16, Director of Philanthropy Patrice 

Reynolds accepted a check for $1,000 from Melinda 

Sorensen of  Wachovia Bank’s Crossroads Store and 

Carolyn Parker , District Manager with Wachovia 

Wells Fargo at a presentation ceremony at the Charles 

Mack Citizen Center. Other  non-profit organizations 

from Huntersville, Cornelius, Davidson, Mooresville 

and Statesville were on hand to receive $1,000 checks 

directed by the employees of the local Wachovia 

Wells Fargo Banks. Representatives of the Banks as 

well as the Mayors of Davidson and Mooresville were 

also present.   

Ms. Sorenson spoke of the physical, emotional and 

spiritual support that Hospice of Iredell County      

provides to all in Iredell and surrounding counties  

regardless of a family’s ability to pay for services. 

Employees of the Crossroads Bank had elected     

Hospice of Iredell as their charity of choice in this   

new outreach program from Wells Fargo.   

Wachovia Wells Fargo has been an important        

supporter of Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell 

County for many years. The bank is a corporate    

partner and supported the capital campaign to build 

hospice house as well as the most recent campaign to 

expand hospice house. We thank Wachovia Wells  

Fargo for its investment in palliative and end-of-life 

care in our community.  

 

 

Wachovia Wells Fargo Bank holds presentation ceremony…. 

Employees designate local agencies for gifts of support 

Shown: Melinda Sorensen, Patrice Reynolds 
and Carolyn Parker 



Butterfly Release                                                                                
A Memory That Will Last A Lifetime... 

 

The American Indian 

Butterfly Legend 
 

According to an 

American Indian Legend, 

if anyone desires a wish to come true 

they must first 

capture a butterfly 

and whisper that wish to it. 
 

Since a butterfly can make no sound, 

the butterfly cannot reveal the wish 

to anyone but the Creator 

who hears and sees all. 
 

In gratitude for giving 

the beautiful butterfly its freedom, 

the Creator always grants the wish. 
 

So, according to legend, 

by making a wish and giving 

the butterfly its freedom, 

the wish will be taken to the heavens 

and be granted. 

Hundreds gathered on Sunday, September 19, to celebrate 

the 5th anniversary of the opening of the Gordon Hospice 

House. The annual Butterfly Release is an opportunity to 

celebrate the life and memories of loved ones who have 

passed in our care.  Many of our patients come to the       

Gordon Hospice House in their final weeks and days of life. 

Following a simple, yet poignant ceremony led by Hospice 

Bereavement Counselor Randy Berryhill, families released 

more than 300 live monarch butterflies into the bright blue 

sky. As the butterfly is a symbol for transformation, the  

release of this fragile creature, and its soft ascent into the 

gentle air, granted courage to many to accept the passing of 

their loved one. The sight of over 300 monarchs being set 

free into the heavens, bestowed  a simple serenity and  

transformed the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

This year was especially sweet as the live monarchs were 

released in site of the new wing that is being added to the   

Hospice House. The Gordon Family wing will add six more 

patient bedrooms to the current nine bed facility. 

―The nurse was so helpful and compassionate, understanding 

our needs and explaining what would be happening when my 

husband was nearing the end..[Knowing he was ready]gave me 

peace to let him go.‖ 

                                         - Caregiver 
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 HOUNDS FOR HOSPICE EVENT  GIVES RAINBOW KIDZ A BIG BOOST 

It is safe to say our first ever ―Hounds for  Hospice‖ Charity Dog Walk 

was a huge success!  On what turned out to be a beautiful morning a 

crowd of close to 250 and over 100 dogs filled the Statesville Soccer 

Complex to raise money for our Rainbow Kidz Program.  

                                                                                                 

Dogs chilled out in pools while their owners enjoyed K-9 demonstrations,  

vendor booths, raffles, silent auctions, and much, much more!   NASCAR 

Driver Ryan Newman and his wife Krissie also joined in the festivities 

and autographed books for participants. 

 ―After months of hard work, it was a wonderful day! It was a beautiful 

sight to see all the dogs together and everyone having a wonderful time.  

We truly can not thank Ryan & Krissie Newman and everyone from the 

Ryan Newman Foundation for taking the time out of their busy schedules 

to join us,‖ said Mindy Rice, HOIC staff member and Hounds for Hospice 

Committee Members.  

A big thank you goes out to all who participated in 

this inaugural event! ―Hounds for Hospice‖    

Charity Dog Walk raised nearly $4,000.00 for our 

Rainbow Kids Program. We are extremely pleased 

with what we were able to accomplish for a first 

year event and we look forward to making next 

year’s event bigger and even more successful! 

 

HOSPICE ANGELS…       UNIQUE COLLECTIBLES FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Hospice of Iredell County is delighted to announce the return 

of the Angels of Hospice collection.  These unique collectibles 

were originally designed by Texan Artist, Judy Murphree.  

After her retirement last year, many were saddened to hear of 

the discontinuation of the series. Good News!  We are         

delighted to announce that an associate of Judy’s is now     

creating and designing these unique clay angels exclusively 

for hospice.   

The Angels of Hospice are individually hand cut and decorated 

and no two are exactly alike. The Angels are packaged in 

lovely ribbon-tied gift boxes and are intended to be used as an 

ornament, given as a keepsake or probably most  importantly 

as a memorial for a loved one. 

Shown to the left is the current Angel of Hospice, which will 

be available for purchase this holiday season. Cost is $20.00 

each  benefiting Hospice of Iredell County. Angels will be 

available at  either of the hospice offices as well as the Gordon 

Hospice House.   



 
Larry McReynolds Celebrity Golf Tournament was a Huge Success 

The 2010 Larry McReynolds Celebrity Golf Tournament was a wild success!  Held on a beautiful 

day, August 24, a slate of NASCAR, Sports, Radio and TV celebrities were in attendance to play with 

25  teams and compete for top honors.   

 

This year’s tournament brought together a number of 

varied celebrities which included former NFL player 

Donnell Woolford and former Pro golfer Larry Zei-

gler plus Sprint Cup, Nationwide & Camping World 

Series Drivers & Crew Chiefs and Broadcast Person-

alities. Breakfast was provided by Panera Bread of 

Mooresville,  box lunches from Red Rocks Cafe of 

Huntersville and afternoon food  provided by 

O'Charlies of Mooresville. There were 50+ silent 

auction items open for bids all day and 10 live           

auction items that were held after the awards were 

presented.   

 

The tournament raised more than $70,000 with over 

$20,000 to be contributed to the Willing Hearts 

Helping Hands Campaign to expand Gordon Hospice House. This wonderful donation  put us over the 

top of the $1.8 million goal to construct the new wing, adding six patient rooms to the current nine bed 

facility in Statesville.  Many thanks to Larry and Linda McReynolds and Lisa Hartsell and her commit-

tee for their tireless efforts that led to such a fun and fantastic fundraising event in support of SCAN, 

Rett Syndrome Foundation and Hospice of Iredell County’s Gordon Hospice House.    

 

 

Balloons Released In Honor Of Loved Ones                                                                                  
JR Discount Outlet Employees Give From the Heart 

JR Discount Outlet employees wrote names of loved ones who have been cared for by hospice on             

balloons during a release Friday evening, September 3rd. This was a culmination of a month of hard 

work by the JR team. JR Discount Outlet and it's             

employees designated August as ―Hospice Month‖ and 

participated in a variety of fund raising events for        

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County. The           

balloon release symbolized the significance of their 

month of activities as each participant was reminded of 

someone who had been special in their lives. 

Photo by Regan Hill  

Photo is compliments of LKN Images and LKN 

Sports 



 

SSS HELD WITH PROCEEDS BENEFITTING                                                            

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE OF IREDELL COUNTY 

The Statesville Shag Club (SSC) held its annual Summer Shag Sizzler (SSS) party at the local VFW post 

2031on August 28th. As part of the event a silent auction was held with proceeds going to benefit Gordon 

Hospice House. Members of the club are to be commended for their hard work and dedication that ensures 

this event be a success each year. Additional thanks goes to Trivent Lutheran Charities for contributing  

extra funds that brought the total amount of donation to $5,000. Appreciation also goes out to volunteers 

Bobbie McFee, Rosemary Murdock, Joe & Fairy Stallings and Craig Ward who gave up a portion of their 

weekend to serve a meal to the 175 members that attended.  In many cases the volunteer returns year after 

year to have an opportunity to reunite with club members with whom they had built rapport during their 

role as assigned volunteer for a loved one that received hospice care. We are very grateful to Statesville 

Shag Club for allowing us to be a part of this yearly event. 

Class adopts Hospice & Palliative 

Care of Iredell County 

Dawn Bradley, Director of Outreach was recently   

contacted by Ms. Jessica Duncan of American          

Renaissance School regarding a special project she 

would be doing with her students this school year.  In 

Ms. Duncan’s letter she indicated that she had selected 

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County as their 

charity for acts of service. 

The class, nicknamed the Fireflies, is supporting             

hospice by sending items to the patients such as cards, 

letters, and drawings to provide cheer and comfort.  They will also do fundraisers etc. and donate all 

monies raised to hospice.  We are most appreciative of the thoughtfulness and enthusiasm of this group 

of young people. 

FLYING HIGH FOR HOSPICE 

The Statesville Model Flyers recently hosted a ―Fly In‖ event to benefit Hospice & Palliative Care of  

Iredell County.  Coordinated by Billy Haynes, the event was held at the club’s airfield near the Fourth 

Creek Treatment Plant on John Long Road in Statesville. Radio control enthusiasts from as far as South 

Carolina were expected.  The event was free to the public with over $1,200 in donations being accepted 

to benefit Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County.  The 2-day ―Fly In‖ event was non-competitive, 

giving flyers an opportunity to exchange ideas and hone their skills.   

Hospice Happenings... 

Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County       Your local non-profit hospice for over 25 years.  
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Centre Presbyterian Church                                                          
Chesnut Grove Baptist Church                                                             

First Baptist Church                                                                               
First Baptist Church - Harmony                                                                        

First Presbyterian Church                                                                                
First United Methodist Church                                                                          

Gloryland Independent Baptist Church                                                         
Harmony Baptist Church                                                                              
Liberty Baptist Church                                                                              

Mooresville A.R.P. Church                                                                              
New Perth ARP Church                                                                                           

New Prospect Baptist Church                                                                               
New Salem United Methodist Church                                                            

Northview Wesleyan Church                                                                           
Prospect Presbyterian Church                                                                                
South River Baptist Church                                                                                     
St. Patricks - Mooresville                                                                                    
St. Paul Lutheran Church                                                                                          

St. Therese Catholic Church                                                                        
Third Creek Presbyterian Church                                                                   
Trinity United Methodist Church                                       

Triplett United Methodist                                                                          
Vanderburg United Methodist Church                                                     

Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church                                             
Western Avenue Baptist Church                                                                

Westwood Baptist Church                                                                           
Williamson’s Chapel United Methodist Church                                         

Bethlehem United Methodist Church                                                                      
Landmark Church of God                                                                                          
Northmont Baptist Church                                                                                

Rocky Mount UMC                                                                                             
Union Chapel Baptist Church           

Wall of Faith                                           
Our Faith-Based Community In Partnership                          

to Provide End-Of-Life Care 

Today, there are 33 Wall of Faith partners.  The 

Wall of Faith is a unique program of Hospice of 

Iredell County that encourages the faith-based 

community to participate in providing quality              

end-of-life care to all in need at the Gordon              

Hospice House. 

To become a member of the Wall of Faith, a 

church includes the Gordon Hospice House in 

its annual budget for a minimum of $500; small-

er congregations may participate at $250. This 

money is designated to assist with patient care 

and comfort at the Gordon Hospice House.      

In return, we will proudly hang a professional 

photograph of your church on our Wall of Faith 

at the Gordon Hospice House. Churches who 

commit $250 will be listed on the Wall of Faith.  

 

 We invite you and your congregation to participate in this unique outreach ministry. 

 

 

     Some Parting Words from the Director of Philanthropy 

 

I want to take this opportunity to personally thank you for the support you 

provide others in our community with your commitment to Hospice &       

Palliative Care of Iredell County. Your donations of time, talent and    

treasure make such a difference in the lives of patients and families. It 

has been my pleasure and privilege to get to know so many of you, and to 

be a part of this wonderful organization. 

I will be leaving Hospice of Iredell on Oct. 6, to take on a new opportunity in our community. I 

will continue to be an advocate for hospice care and like you, support this invaluable service 

for those needing compassionate care at the end of life. Thank you for enriching my life and for 

your heartfelt gifts that benefit others.  

        -Patrice Reynolds 

We thank Patrice for her service and dedication to HPCIC and wish her the best. 



 

Mark your calendars and join us…. 

A Look Ahead... 
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Handling Holiday Hurt               
November 15 & 16, 2010                

7 pm each evening 

We invite you to join                    

Bereavement Coordinator Randy 

Berryhill as he offers way to Handle 

Holiday Hurt.  This event is free and 

you may choose from one of the  

following dates: 

Monday, November 15th                               

at Grace Baptist Church                  

in Statesville  

Tuesday, November 16th                 

at St. Therese Catholic Church    

in Mooresville  

For more information or to                

pre-register contact Randy at        

704-873-4719 ext 4353. 

 

Carolina BalloonFest,                               

October 22 – 24                                          

The 37th Annual Hot Air Balloon Festival 

will take place at the Statesville Airport and 

will provide live music, arts, crafts and   busi-

ness vendors, a wine tasting festival, a chil-

dren’s fun zone and other family          attrac-

tions.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit 

the Dove House and the Gordon   Hospice 

House.   

Love Light Festivities 

During the 2010 Holiday Season, HPCIC 

will sponsor its 23rd Annual Love Light 

Tree at Signal Hill Mall.  Additional trees 

will also be on display at Cavin Cook Funer-

al Home in Mooresville as well as in the lob-

by of our Mooresville office located at 325 

Fairview Road.  This event is a time for all 

of us to honor or remember a special loved one that has touched 

our lives.  For a $10.00 donation a light will be lit and for a 

$25.00 donation, a handmade hospice dove will be placed on the 

tree.  The Book of Honor will list each name and donor.  For 

more  information, please contact Lisa Parks at 704-873-4719 ext 

4358 or if you prefer e-mail lisap@hoic.org. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE VERY SPECIAL EVENTS…... 

January 22, 2011 Hospice of Iredell’s Willing Hearts, Helping Hands Charity BBQ and Auction at the PIT 

Performance Instruction and Training Center in Mooresville. Krissie and Ryan Newman, NASCAR driver #39 

of Stewart-Haas Racing Team, invite you to join them for a casual evening of fun, food, and dancing. Enjoy 

the great taste of Lancaster’s BBQ with cold beer or wine and the country sounds of Rocky Yelton and the 

Hired Guns.  A silent auction will raise funds for patient care and comfort at Hospice. The evening will be 

from 6:00—10:00 with a limited number of tickets available.  $50.00 per person. 

March 26, 2011 Riding for Rainbows will be held at Lakewood Park in Statesville.  This event will  include a 

30 and 60 mile bike ride and family festival. Bike riders will begin and end at Lakewood Park, returning to a 

family fun festival that includes food, music and games for the kids all in celebration of  Rainbow KIDZ.   
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Our Caregiver Corporate Partner 

In a series of articles, HPCIC will highlight its corporate partners as relayed by the company itself.                       

Our showcase this quarter is L. Gordon Iron & Metal Company. 

 

The Gordon Family through L. Gordon Iron & Metal Company feel that by supporting Hospice & Palliative of 

Iredell County, it is a good opportunity to give back to the community.  ―The community has been good to the company 

throughout the years by supporting our business so we want to give back to the community, says Saul Gordon, President 

of L. Gordon Iron & Metal.     

L. Gordon Iron & Metal Company is a family-owned scrap metal business where five generations of Gordon’s 

work in a shared sense of responsibility.  Louis Gordon, after whom the company is named, moved to Statesville in 1906 

to set up his own scrap business after learning the trade from his father.  The company has earned distinction in the scrap 

recycling industry, and has been recognized nationally as a model family business when it won the 2000 Duke University 

Family Business Forum for North Carolina and Mass Mutual’s National Family Business of the Year award.   

According to third generation family member Saul, ―The older the family business becomes, the more tradition 

tells us that failure is not an option.  It’s the commitment to commitment that is so deeply embedded in our roots.  We 

make sure that nobody goes home angry.  If we have disagreements, we get our differences settled before we leave work. 

We don’t take our work home, and we don’t hold grudges.‖  This sense of loyalty to the family, to the business, to the 

community is what has shaped the L. Gordon Iron & Metal Company.  Indeed, the philosophy of sharing what is earned is 

extended to company employees and to the Statesville community.  

Our Corporate & Charitable Partners 

Clipper’s Flowers of Lake Norman                                                         

Dr’s Bartlett, Grigsby & Boan                                 

Foster Drug Company                                                                                                                                   

Hecht Development                                                                                 

Hennon Group, PA                                                                                                                                                                          

Nelson Royal’s Western Wear                               

Sharpe’s Lawn Equipment                                   

Shred South                                                                                                                                               

Woody & Dorothy Woodard 

Bell Construction Co.                                                   

Blue Harbor Bank                                                    

Carolina Farm Credit                                                          

Carolina Specialist Care, PA                                          

Elmer’s Products, Inc.                                                 

Home Instead                                                         

Nicholson Funeral Home                                              

Printcrafters, Inc.                                                              

Star Milling                                                                 

Statesville Collision Center                                         

Stiles & Company                                                                     

WHB, Inc.                                                                

Yadkin Valley Telecom 

Cool Springs Center                                   

Mallard Head Golf Course                          

Lake Norman Navigator                               

Mooresville Tribune                                 

Statesville Record & Landmark 

Piedmont Credit Union 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Tolle 

Statesville 
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Statesville Office                  
2347 Simonton Road                   

Statesville, NC  28625                          

704-873-4719 

Mooresville Office               
150 Fairview Road, Ste 325             
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704-663-0051 

Gordon Hospice House   
2341 Simonton Road                                   

Statesville, NC  28625                                  

704-761-2400 
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